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The universal message of the Easter season k.1s been localized and made vivid for 
members of the American School of Oriental Research at the numerous shrines in 
Jerusalem, Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan. Recent days heve found the personnel 
at the School in attendance at the various religious services of the Latin and 
Protestant communities in Jerusalem, Frequeit visits have been made to the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, the Garden Tomb, the stations of the cross on the Via Doi.~ 
rosa, and the several shrines at the Mount of Olives including the Garden of Get>- 
semane, the Church of the Ascension, Bethphajze and Bethany. In recent times lite 
in the Arab side of Jerusalem resembles the criet existence of a small village 
curing most of the year, but with the coming cf Easter there are hundreds of pii- 


grims and tourists who crowd into the churches and fill the shops and streets of <r: 
Old City. 


Last Sunday several members cf the School helped to usher in Palm Sunday by parti- 
cipating in the annual pilgrimage sponsored by the Jerusalem Y-M,C.A. Leaving 
Jerusalem at 5 A.M.’ by bus the party rode to Buthany and waiked beck to the Old Cit: 
by way of Bethphage, Mount cf Ciives and Gethsemane; brief religious services were 
held at the traditional sites aleng the course followed by Jesus on his entrance 
into Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday. 


Later in the day there were special services at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
but the most. colourful affair was the procession of the Latin groups that streamed 
from Betheny to Jerusalem, School children in uniferms, nuns, priests, monks and 
ecclesiastical dignatries secmed te reflect the spirit of Triumphal Mmtry; the 
parade was witnessed and photographed by several hundred spectators who stood alorg 
the street in the Kidron Valiey which passes the traditional place of the stcning 


of Stephen into the Oid City through Stephen's Gate, the only gate now open in 
the east wall, 


Although some of the Christian services here seem foreign, if not pagan, to many 
American tourists, and although Easter has been commercialized by the merchants end 
some of the Christian groups, one cannot help being moved by the memory ef the 
historical events which took place two thoustnd vears ago in Jerusolem, ‘The tourist 
is often perplexed to find that while the Lavins and Protestants are cbserving 
Faster, Falm Sunday is being celebrated by the Orthedox church, the Greek, Armenian, 
Syrian, Coptic and others, Me may also be confused and irritated by the rival 
claims put out by the’various Christian communities concerning the location of’ 
Golgotha and the Tomb, the Garden of Cethsemane and the place of the Ascension, but 
he can hardly fail to be impressed by the devotion of the pilgrims from many lands 
for whom a visit to Jerusalem during the Easter season is a dream come true, 


It is to the credit of the local police and the mmicipal authoritiés that every 
possible preparation has been made for the accomodation of tourists, It is also 
worthy of note that political tensions througnout the world and the differences of 
faith among kke Christian groups have not diminished the pewer ef the shrines to - 
memorialize the suffering and the victory of Christ in the he rts of the nite * 





One cennot speak too highly of the courtesy and efficiency of the police, ner fail 
to observe that conditions in Jerusalem are more peaceful and better ordered than 
in former years. Such a welcome situation is due in part to the unselfish work of 
municipal authorities, as evidenced by the remark of Mrs. Hanna Attahlah, whose 
husband has been until recently, the acting Mayor of Jerusalem: "My husband hes two 
wives; I am one and the other is the city of Jerusalem." 


There is still the famous Passover service of the Samaritans on Mt, Gerizim at 
Nablus, On Tucsday, April 8, the group from the School accepted the invitation of 
the Samaritan High Priest to witness the anceint rite of the Passover, Reports from 
individuals who had attended the service in other yecrs made us dubious as to the 
wisdom of making the trip, but we found, not only that we were cordially received, 
but that many of our friends from Jerusalem were present for the occasion, The 
Passover service which was held near the top of Mt, Gerizim is unique; it seems to 
transport both the spectators and the congregation of Samaritens back to the early 
centuries of Israelite history, The tall and Solemn rriests in their green and 
white robes might have stepped from the pages of the Old Testament, At the 
slaughter of the sheep we were spared the gruesome spectacle of the slitting of the 
throats by a kind of shield formed by the young Samaritan men who crowded around the 
victims, As the sun was setting, prayers were chanted by the worshippers who faced 
toward the east and the ruins located on the top of Mt, Gerizim, By & P.M. the 
encampment and place of sacrifice were enshrouded by clouds and chilled by cool 
breezes from the Mediterrean, so we made our way back to Jerusalem, But we were 
informed that the festivities would continue through the night, and the sheep,wrich 


were being cooked in the spécially prepared ovensjin the ground, would be served to 
the Samaritans at mid-night, 


The usual Maundy Thursday services were’held this week by the Latin and Anglican 
communities in the Garden of Gethsemane, the former in the Church 2f the Nations cf 
which the Franciscans are custodians, and the latter in the olive grove near the 
Greek Orthodox Church, On Good Friday the streets of Jerusalem were packed with 
pilgrims who were making theSta‘:icie of the Cross; at least one group of men carr.cc 
a large wooden cross over the Via Dolorosa to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
Easter services are now in progress; a sunrise service before the open texb st <‘x 


socalled Gordon's Calvary brought together about two hundred people, and thror.g; 
are crowding into the Old City, 


Readers of this newsletter may get the impression that weligious activities have 
entirely supplanted the archaeological phase of School lifc; it must be vs gta 
however, that during March and the early part of April there were important ¢ 
opments in the field, The joint operation of’ the British School of Archaeology end 
our School at Tell es Sultan, ancient Jericho, continued during this period and 
achieved some of the most interesting results in the lower levels of the Tell as 
the final phase of the excavations was reached, In the numerous tombs north of the 
-Tell a great variety of objects and complete pottery vessels from the Early Bronze 
and Middle Bronze periods was found, On the Tell itself significant discoveries 
were made for the same periods and the Neolithic level was explored in two areas, 


Work on the Tell was concluded on March 28, and the next few days were busy ones fo 
the members of the staff who remained to pack the pottery, store the equipment and 
handle the final details which always remain after the laborers hove put down their 
picks and baskets, Professor and Mrs. Tushingham, who remained at Jericho during 
the first week of April with several members of the British School who remained at. 
the camp to assist, performed an heroic service in packing and preparing finds for 
shipment and‘in arronging for the move back to Jerusalem. Their work took on added 
significance, and it is to be hoped lessened the burden of their labors, when word 
was received from President Kraeling and Professor Detweiler that the Trustees of 
our School had approved a second season of cooperation with the British School at 
Tawichn, §ithonueh everyone here te jin agreement thet. the eancnn +04. “A ’ 
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most profitable, it is reasonable to expect that a second sea2son will be even more 
successful, For the members of the staff who will have the privilege of returning 
for another’ season, the experience gained this year will prove most valuable, 
Furthermore, in those areas on the Teli where it was possible this year to do 
little more than remove the top debris, and in the other areas where comparatively 
small sections could be opened, work cen begin immediately next year, 
On March 29 Miss Kathleen Kenyon who had so ably directed the joint expedition gave 
an excellent lecture, illustrated by pictures of the excavations, on the result of 
the work, The J.ecture was sponsored by, and held in the Palestine Archacological 
Museum, The presence of more than two hundred persons who attended the lecture is 
a tribute to the popularity of Miss Kenyon and to the interest which the eacavations 
have aroused in this area, Her listeners were impressed by the pictures and the 
description of the several defence systemsof the ancient city, as well as by the 
pictures of the vases, bronze weapons, scarabs, skeletal remains, elabaster bowls 
and other objccts, Good stratification wes obtained on the Tell and the excavations 
penetrated through the Neolithic level which contained painted and burnished floors 
reaching a well built Neolithic wall standing only a short distance above native 
rock, 
The severe heat during the last days of the excavations made the work difficult, tut, 
on the whole, living conditions at the camp were most pleasant during the ereater 
pert of the three month period in which excavations were carried on, The ebundant 
rains of the early part of the year have provided wter for the cisterns, the hills 
and the fields; permanentresidents in the country are claiming that the flowers have 
never been so beautiful, the hills so green with pasture, nor the crops so advanced, 
as they are at this time, Jericho usually looks like an casis, but now even the 
hills west of the city and beside the highway to Jerusalem are lovely with vheir 
green covering, It is not unusual to see scarlet anemones growing profusely on the 
flat top of en abandoned house where there seems to’be no soil, or tm see them 
growing bravely from 2 comparatively rocky terrain, 
During the closing days of the Jericho Excavations sn unusual opportumity was pre- 
sented to our School to participate in a brief seasom of exploration and excavati.cn 
in the area ncar 'Ain Fashkka and the north shore of the Dead Sea xdaexeexkimctant%: 
ReaticSea’ where the famous Dead Sea manuscripts were found. Shortly after the firs* 
of March, Bedouin shepherds from the Tat amri tribe who had been exploring the ar: 
discovered fragments of manuscripts in a cave located within one hundred metres fre. 
the cave of the Dead Sea Scrolls; a complete jar and lid of the type well mown fren 
that cave was also found by them in another cove located south of 'Ain Fashkha, 
Because of these discoveries, and alsn because of the unauthorized acitivy of the 
Bedoiun excavators who cre seeking other scrolls, and in view of the severe heat azd 
the maleria, it was urgent that an expedition be put in the field at once, At th» 
suggestion of Mr, G.W,Lankester Harding, Director ef the Jordan Department of Anii- 
quities and Acting Curator ef the Palestine Archaeological Museum, our School was 
invited to consider the possibility of assisting with an expedition immediately. 
A visit was made to the area on March 6, and after conferences in Jerusalem it was 
decided thet a joint project could be undertaken by the Ecole Biblique et Archaeo- 
logique Francaise, the Palestine Archaeological Museum, -nd the American School of 
Oriental Research, Beceuse the Wadi Qumran and the Khirbet Qumran are central in 
the area to be exploredthe cperation was designated the Qumran Caves Expedition, The 
responsibility of supervision was shared by Pére Roland de Vaux, distinguished 
archaeologist and Director of the French School, and myself; the work was carried 
on with the able’assistance of three members of the Ecole Bibliaue, Pére Deminic 
Berthélemy, 0.P., Pere Joseph T. Milik, and Mr, Henry de Contenson, Azmi Khalil and 
Ibrahim Assula of the Palestine Archaeological Museum ond Hasan Awad of Ammon worked 
skilfully as foremen of the group ef Bedemin from the Talamri tribe who were emplcoyec 


The peryeee of the expedition wos to explore all the caves in the area of Khirbet 
Qumrén with a view to determining the extent to which the caves were occupied by 
encient people, and to recover, if pessible, the manuscripts nnd artifacts which 
would serve as clucs to their identity, Work started on March 10 when we set up 
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camp about one hundred metres from the cave of the Dead Sen Scrolls at the foot of 


the mountsin and about two kilometers from the northwest shore of the Dead Sen, 
Because it was thought that camp might have to be moved several times in order to 
facilitate the survey of the entire area, equipment and st-ff were kept at a mini- 
mum, Small tents and sleeping bags were used; my home for three weeks was the 
School Chevrolet Carry-all which served also ag transport for occasional supplics 
from Jericho, I. con be said, without exaggeration, that liwing cenditions for the 
staff rivalled tnat of the Bedouin workmen in simplicity and severity, At risk of 
life and limb, members of the expedition climbed over the mountains searching every 
cave and crevice for signs of occupation, 

The results of the work have been more satisfactory than we had dared hope they 
might be. The expedition succeeded in locating and searching n early forty caves 
and crevices, many containing pottery of the types known from the etove of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, One of the new caves discovered yielded some manuscript fragments of 
biblical and other texts, But the most sensational find was two sheets of bronze 
tightly rolled in the shape of scrolls, The text is in square Hebrew létters, the 
nature of which cin only be determined after the scrolls are unrolled, a process 
which will take considerable time and will be extremely difficult, Further work on 
these inscribed materials as well as a study of the pottery will add materially to 


our knowledge sf the ancient peoples who lived in the region surrounding 'Ain Fash- 
kha and Khirbet Cumrih, 


e 


During the last week, through the generesity of my colleagues, Professor Der Ners 
sessian and Professor Tushingham, it hos been possible to combine the religiots and 
the archaeological interests of personnel by scheduling two informal lectures, Prof- 
essor Der Nersessian spcke to the group regarding her work this year at the Armenian 
Patriarchate in the Old City where she has studied and photographed several hundred 
illuminated; Armenian manuscripts, Her lecture was illustrated with pictures of the 
manuscripts, Professor Tushingham spoke on the procedures and the results of the 
work at Jericho, and commented on the finds which have come to the School as its 
share of the recent division among the excavators and the Department of Antiquities, 
The objects, all from the tombs, have been placed on display temporarily in the 
School library, My own contribution to these excellent reports was a statement ree 


a 


garding the results of the Qumran Caves Expedition and the preparation for the 
Dhiban project, 


Tomorrow several members of the Scheol will depart for’ Dhiban where we shall resume 
the work that was started there last year, Imran, Omar, Benny and Mahmud are busy 
repairing the equipment and collecting materials which will be transported by truck 
to Dhiban, Other members of the excavation staff are helping to assemble supplies, 
their efforts being interspersed with attendance at the Easter services in Jerusa- 
lem, . 
Because of the shortage of housing during this period of pilgrimoge to Jerusalem, 

we have made every effort to provide accemedations for wisitors who are associated 
witn the American Schools of Oriental Research, We are more grateful than ever for 
Omar and other servants wnose loyalty and ability have made it possible to provide 
adequately for twenty-five people in the Hostel, the Annual’Professor's Apurtment 
and the Director's House, In addition to the regular Broup, the following have 
lived at the School during recent days: Mr. Keith Crim, Strasburg, Va; Mr, Lamar 
Williamson Jr., Montpellicr, France; Mr, Wellford Hobbie, Chatham, Va; Mr, James L, 
Mays, Steeles Tavern, Va.; Mr. Priestley Gonyers ITI, Morehead City, N.C.3;Profe8sor’ 
and Mrs. J.P, Free and daughter Nita, Wheaton, Ill; Mr. Prenti¢e Hartsburg, Wheaten, 
O11; Dr. Henry M. Shires, Berekeley, Calif; Dr. Albert’ Jamison, Frinceton,N.wdJ.; Mr. 
Gilbert H ardee, Lorice, S.C.; Mr. Charles H. Washburn, Calif; Mr, Howard H. Charles 
Indiana; Dr, end Mrs. E.C.Broome, Colorado Springs, Colo; Mrs. Lorraine Erickson’ end 
Miss Mary’Coury, Beirut, Lebanon; Professor and Mrs. John Brubacker and son Paul, 
New Haven, Conn, ; : 


William L. Reed, Director. 








